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Cnmnionfocalt^ ai Jgassat^usetts. 



[Chap. 6u.] 

Resolve relating to the Records, Files, Papei's and Docu- 
mentB in the State Department. 

Resolved, That the governor, with the advice and consent 
of the council, appoint live suitable jierBons, one of whom 
shall be the Secretary of the Commonwealth, who shall be 
commissioners without pay to investigate the condition of 
the records, files, papera and documents in the state depart- 
ment. Said commissioners shall make a report in print to 
the next general court setting forth what steps, if any, 
should be taken to render the contents of said records, files, 
papers and documents more accessible for examination and 
inspection, how reference to the same may be best facili- 
tated, and what is the proper mode of indexing them, 
[Approved May 27, 1884. 



Cotnmonhjealtb of glijssatbiisrtts. 



To the EoTtorable Senate and House of HepreseiUatives : 

The CommiaBioners appointed under Chapter 60 of the 
Resolves of 1884, "to inveatlgute the condition of the 
records, files, papers and docuineuts in the state dp- 
partmeut," and to report " what steps, if any, should be 
taken to render the contents of said records, tiles, papers 
and documents more ticcesstble for examination and inspec- 
tioD, how reference to the same may be best facilitated, and 
frbat 18 the proper mode of indexing them," — beg leave to 

REPORT : 

Although the Secretary of the Commonwealth is a mem- 
ber of this Commission, and their elected chairman, the 
other members of the Commission desire to say that they 
have found the documents of every kind ujider his charge in 
as good condition as he has been permitted, with the clerical 
force at his command, to put them ; while at the same time 
the Commission as a whole, may report that condition to be 
far from what is desirable. 

There have been movements at times, in the history of 
the Colony, Province and State, undertaken to the end of 
better ordering the archives of its government : but a clearly 
detined rule of what constitutes such archives has not been 
always adhered to, and in earlier days a proper distinction 
was not always made with public officers between their 
own and the public papers. For instance, — the province 
had a succession of accredited agents in London prior 
to the Revolution. Papers Which accumulated in their 
hands relating to the business of the Province 
some measure at least, but apparently not always, handed 
over to their successors ; but when the outbreak of the war 




fndcd the misBion of the last agent, the papers left on 
his hands were appropriated as private property ; and mixed 
with other papers clearly hia own, they now exist in three 
several depositories 'as far apart as Cambridge (Mass.), 
Philadelphia (Penn,), aud the library of the University of 
Virginia. These papers were thiia distributed by the 
younger Richard Henry Lee, who received them from Ar- 
thur Lee, the lust agent of Masaacbnsetts Bay in England. 
Again, the public papers accumulated iu the hands of Jona- 
than Trumbull, Governor of Connecticut, were given by his 
son, David Trumbull, to the Massachusetts Historical Soci- 
ety. The recovery by the State of the Hutchinson Papers 
from the same society is a matter of record. 

These instances of the alienation of state papers by agents 
of the State, who are above the reproach of faithlessness to 
their trust, clearly mark a prevailing sentiment in the past 
which has depleted the archives of this Commonwealth, 
though probably to a less degree than almost all the others, 
which belong to the thirteen original colonies of Great Brit- 



The Commission have noted one instance iu which a dis- 
tinction was early made between public and private papers. 
When the Andros government was overthrown in 1689, 
John West was secretary, and in the Archives (Felt's) xxxv, 
p. 109, is a letter written by him from the prison where 
he was confined, respect! ngthe public records and his pri- 
vate papers. On the 23d of April, 1689, a committee had 
been appointed to overlook and take account of the public 
records and papers then uuder seizure, and report to the 
Council (Court Eecorda, vi. 7,) and on Dec. 7, 1689, a 
committee in response to West's appeal was appointed to 
make a list of any belonging to West, separating the same 
from the others, aud to report to the Council. (Court 
Records, vi. 9fi.) No report is found. 

It seems probable that there have not always been clearly 
defined notions as to the proper custody of certain classes of 
papers ; and from inspection of files in the Secretary's office, ■ 
there is a suspicion that considerable numbers of papers now 
exist in that depository, of which complements and supple- 
ments may doubtless be found in the keeping of the military 



and treasury depart mentis nf {\w guviTiunent, as well as in 
Court files of various descriptions. If this is the case it may 
ia some measure have arisen by the different distribution of 
the fimctions of government which hns prevailed at different 
tiroes ; and from a disposition to return to the Secretary's 
office, papers which iiave grown old and beyond use for cur- 
rent reference. There are for instance in the Adjutant- 
General's office, as the CommisBJonera have been informed, 
files of unarranged papers, with probably none of them ante- 
dating the adoption of the Constitution (1780), the like of 
- which can be found in the Secretary's 6ffice, though it may 
poBBibly turn out on closer inspection, that they belong to 
Council files, when cognizance has been taken by that body 
of military matters. There are in the Secretary's office also, 
many papers, largely of the Revolutionary period, such as 
executions for non-payment of taxes, bills and accounts, etc., 
which probably at some time came from the treasury de- 
partment, and which could hardly have been included 
in the disposition of papers provided for in a resolve 
of the Legislature, Feb. 25, 1829, which directed that files 
and records, not already under the care of some other offi- 
cer, should be lodged with the Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, and a list be made. This last provision was in the 
nature of a supplement to an order of 1827 that a catalogue 
should be made of the Archives in the office of the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth. 

It may be a question it' a large number of writs and court 
papers, at present in the Secretary's office, may not prop- 
erly be added to a similar collection now in the Court House 
of Suffolk ; but this can only he determined by a more care- 
ful inspection than the Conimissiou have been able to give 
them. 

The most extensive work which has ever been done on the 
Archives of the Slate was accmoplished between 1836 and 
1846, by the Rev. Joseph B. Felt, who was assisted for a 
part of the time by a boy. Mr. Felt was appointed by 
Gov. Everett in April, 1836, and was paid during the early 
part of his labor at the rate of $1,000 per annum, and later 
11,200. The vouchers show that he was paid in all {8,- 
a60.33, the binding cost, 11,771.87, making a total of 



»I0,732.20. The reault waa 241 volumes of what are 
known as the Massachubetts ArohiveSj costing as it will be 
seen an average for arranging and binding of $45 per vol- 
ume. 

Having beeu subjected in parts to considerable wear, in 
the forty years which had intervened, about one-half of 
these, as well as many other bound records of the office, 
were in 1882-3 repaired in binding at a cost of about 
H,700; and Ihey now rest in excellent order in the new 
ca.ses in the Archive room. 
■ The following enumeration shows the divisions into which. 
Mr. Felt threw the mass of papers, which he selected to be 
thus preserved : — 

Massachusetts Archives. 

As Arranged by Joseph B. FeU, 1836-1846. 


Ibe Volamc. 


TITLE. Pdrtod. 

1 


1 


1, . 

7, . . 

8, . . 

in to u, 

ISBtolB. 
20 to 22, 
23-24. . 

29 to 27, 
28, . . 
2B, . 

30 to 33, 
34, . 

3.1 to 37, 
38A, . 
38BI044, 


Agricnilure, etc 1644 to 1774, . 

Colonial , 1629 to 1773, . 

Coromercial, 1686 to 1714. . 

DomeBlic Eelutians, 1643 to 1774, . 

Kcdlfssiai'tica!, 16.S7 to 1774, . 

Emigranla, 1651 to 1774, . 

Estates, etc., ' 1636 tfl 1774. . 

Foreign Rel»tloiif 16nB to 1773, . 

French Ncurrala 17B6 to 1769, . 

Indian ConferenreB, etc., 1713 to 1778, . 

Indian 1839101770, . 

Indian Treaties 164S to 173S-70. 

Jnter-Chaner 1689 to 1692, . 


' ; 


Jodlclal, . 1640 to 1774, . 


^^ d 



MASSAcnusETTS ARCntTBa — Continued. 






LegiBlalure, . . . 
Letter*, 

Letter BookB, etc., . 
Liierary, 

Uanaractnres, etc., . 
Maritime, . 
Mllitnr;, 

Mitintes of Council, et 
Mi»c«1lnneaUB, . . 
Hllitarj Accounts, etc. 
Master Rolls, 
Pocnniary, . 
Pclitiona, . 
PoUtlcal, . 
Revolution, . 
Speeches, Mee^ngcB, el 
Tavenn, etc., . 



Town 

Towns, eiCj 

Travelling, etc 

TieaEury 

Usurpation, 

Valuation of Towns 

Witchcraft 

Miscellaneous, Pccunlurr, Military, e 

Revolution Reparl« 

Revolution Mlscellancons, . 
Revolution, etc., MiscellaneoQS, 
Revolution, Conventions, Indians, etc 



e to 1689, 
10 Co 1771, 
16 to 17«, 
D to 1761, 
i to 17B3, 
'4 to 1791, 



Mass \CiiL'aETTS Archives — Concluihd. 






205, . 
206 to 219, 



Itevnlullon, Fenobscot Expedition, . 

RcTolnllOn, MllUarf 

Inillaii Truck HnUEe AewunlB, etc., . 
Iterolntion, Board of War MinateE", . 
ReTolution, Boan] ofWar Letters, . 
ReTolDIion, Hoj-Bllats, * . . . 
RcTolntion, P. Congreas, elr., . 
RcTolutlon, Mnriilmr, Mlaccllsneoue, 
Revolution, Mesangee, etc., 
Bevolatlot:, Prize CaseB and Aemanta, 
Revolution, CanElilulion, etc., . 

Valuation, ete., 

Revolution, Cotiacll Popcrp, 

Eevololiou, Cottncll Papers, Second Series, 

Revolution, Pelitlons, etc., 

Sbajs'a Rebellion, 

Revolution, Letters, . 

Revolution, Lettcra, Second Scries, 

Revolution, Reaolvea, . 

R«volutioii, Reaolves, etc.. 

Revolution, Resolves, 

Revolution, Resolves, etc, . 

Revolution, Resolvca, 

Revolution, Resolves, etc.. 

Revolution, Reaolvea, 

Revolution, Resolves, etc.,. 

Hutcbinaon'a Papers, . 



1775 to 1783, 

1776 lo 1779, 



Note. — Tfae duplication of the aerial numlicr under "EslHleB" and " Judldol" 
increases the nmnlier of volumes as boand to 241. The " HutthinEon Papers " were 
acquired at a later date, and though added to Ae series, lliey are of a eize emaller 
tun the TolumeE airauged b; Mr. Felt. 
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Ench volume, na left by Mr. Felt, haa a chronological 
index, or tuUlo of cunteiila, which in some volumes gives 
every p;ipcr, Lut in other voliimea designiitea only groups of 
papers. Mr. Samuel M. Barton, of the Secretiiry's office, 
bus iliecovored that the following papers (with the few ex- 
ceptions therein named) huve been alistnicted from tbese 
volumes since Mr. Felt arranged thL'm, 



4, PHRC 163. SlBnnlare ( ? Saitil DanfoHh) of Report on N. Y. & Maaa. 

Boundary line. Jan. is, 17i)7. 

5, p. 041. jjlgnature of Gov. Stepli. Hopkins, in LeIIer to Hon. Spencer 

PblpA, relative to trial of Juscpti Huuba, acciued of murder. Junft 

12, 173B. 
4. p. 704. Signatare of T. Cushing, Speaker of H. of R. wanting In Ordec 

on Petition of W;> Hewes el al., eridentl; goae wbea ealereil in book. 

June 11,1773. 
), p. 4». Signature of Robert Vose in Bond to Mrs. Ann Glover. July 

11, 1694. 
Q, p. 36. Sifi^atureg to Copj- of His [ate Majesty's additional InBlrnctloni 

to His Governors in Auicrica in 175i. Cut out before entry in book. 
1, pp. BW-MO. Letter from W'? Pitt. (Cut ont.) Due. 7, 1753. 
9. p. 31^. Slpi&tnre of Sir W? Fbips la Receipt fVom Robert Bronedun. 

(Cut ont ) less. 
}, p. 4-^S. Signatures of Increase Mather et al., to Reply of N. Bag. Agcnti 

lo V. Vfecm'e petition. (Tom out.} Mjirch 13, 1690. 
), pp. 752. Signatures in Petitlun and paper in case of estate of Col. \fm 

Crown forfeited by Mr. Pulne. (Cut oul.) Oct. i 1, 1882, 
t, p. 637. Ordar for payment to tbe Supreme Judges. (Cul out) Feb. 4. 

176S, 
I, p. 703, Ccrliflcalo of Supreme Judges astoEbenezerRicbardaon. (Tom 

oul.) Dec. IB, 1770. 
I, p. 303. Order for payment to Hon. W? Stougbtan. (Cut out.) July 

11, mm. 

1, pp. 382-383. Letter from Lord Loudon in N. T. lo Gov. Shirley, conl- 
miaaioned aa rammander in chief to the King's forces In ^forlh 
America, desires a copy of tbe acts of Mitss. ri-liitlve t» Cruwti Fulnt, 
{Cnl out.) July 23, 17.'i6. 

I, p. 297. Order lo forces In Nova Scotia. (Missing.) Marcb, 1750. 

', pp. 1 to 4. Blllellng Rolls of Soldiers. tMisslng.) 1768. 

', p. 238. Muster Roll, Sylvnnaa Bourn's Compiny , Barnstable Co. (Por- 
tion missing.) Feb. 23. USO. 

i, p. 74. Petition as la lands la Watertown. (Ont out In lower comar.) 



ISSS. 
I lis, p. 403. Name cut out in Pelilloa for Sew Bralntree U 



I7J9. 



a tawD, &C. 



Edw< Randolph 
im paged. I 1687. 
rteams Ward, as t 



1, p. 33S-337. Ansirer of Mass. Agcnti 

irregular trade. (Torn ont before i 

!, pp. 233-23!». Account, &c., of Qen'. 

Congress. (Cut out.) 1780-1781.' 

2, p. 270. Receipt for Board, Set., of Sami Adams, 

gresB. [Tom out.) 1780-1781. 
2, pp. 343-340. Paper relative to Complaiut against Capi, ABb1ey,or5alflmi 
(Cut ont before indexed.) 1781. 



of 



member of Con- 
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4, p. 105. Paptr relsllro to ConTentton of N. E. & N. Y. DBlegfttra, con- 

cerning Embargo Act, ke. (Cut nut.) 1779. 

5, p. 217. LisLor Vussela oniiilayed in Penobacot Exblbltian. (Torn oat 

»lnca indexed.) Sept. 1779. 
J, p. 340. Signnturo of L>. Col. Paul Revere'i defbace. (Cut out since 

indexed.) Oct. 1,1773. 
i, p. S^n. Report of Com?' on Tdllure of Penobscot Expedition. (Lower 

portion torn off.) Oct. 8, 1779, 
S, p. 299. Letter of Geni. John Tliomaa about flreanns. (Cat out.) Jane 

30, 1775. 
7, pp. 279-282. Paper! relating to Ship Victoria. {Miaging or not paged.) 

1779. 
1, p. 18, Reiot'o appointing Col. Lovell to take charge of Colony boats. 

(Torn out.) Aug. 21, 1775. 
t, pp. 177-173. Paperrelalivelo recommenlatlonB of Cap'' David Parsona, 

Tho*. Farrington, S. Stevens & Jushna Moody, (Cut out.) 1775. 
i, p. 151. Seals lo Signatures of Win Bridge, John Frlnk & Junas How in 

contract to bulla Continental Barrscka Id Rutland. (Cut out.} Bsp' 

27, 1777. 
i, p. 451. Letter of Geni. II. Gates. Qlorions Victory. (Cat out.) July 

19, 1779. 
5, p. 151. Order for a Bpjboat to be lilted out. {Cut oat.) July 20, 1779. 
7, p. 529. Pass for a Cartel hound to Bermuda. (Cutout.) Jnne20, 17S1. 

0, p. 292. Petition of Col. Wm Preacott & other offlceca. (Cut out.) Jan. 

27, 1776. 
7, pp. 14-16. Petition of Inbahltanta of Maucheater. Tax abatements, 

Jan, 19, 1781. 
7, pp. 17-13. Petition of Joseph Nye for town of Harwich. Tax abate- 

tnents. (Taken out since Indexed.) Jan, 22, 1731. 
7, p. 19. Petition of Thomas Paine for town ofEastham. Tax abatements. 

(Taken out since Indexed.) Jan. 23, 17S1. 
7, p. 20. Petition of Fani Revere for trial by Conrt Martial. (Taken out 

since indexed.) Jan. 23, 1781. 
r, p. 21. Pet. of Pblllp Uarctl, with a Certificate. (Taken out iluce Id- 

dexed.) Jan. 22, 1781. 
r, pp. 22-23. Pet. of Selectmen of Windham, with a Resolve. (Taken out 

since Indexed.) Jan. 1781. 
3, p. 165. Letter ot William Whipple to Provincial Congreaa. (CntonL) 

May 9, 1776. 

1, p. 105. Letter of John Whltcomb to H. of Representatives. (Tom off.) 

July 23, 177B. 
I, pp. 106-157. Iietter of Hon. John Adams to Hon. James Otis. (Cot 

ont.) Nov. 23, 1775. 
j, p. 31B. Paper accompanying Letter of Rlch<! Derby. Jun. to Preet. of 

Conncil. (Eitber not paged or missing.) Oct, 22, 1776, 
9, p. 87. Letter of Comt» of Congresa to Prost. of Council. (Cat out,) 

Dec. 31, 1776. 
3, pp. 204-255. Paper relative to Memorial, &c, of Frest. of N. Carolina 
concerning Br!g\ Joseph taken by Privateer Eagle. (Torn out ) 177S 

or 1777. 

7, p. 309. Paper, accompanying Letter fhim Hesbech Woare, supposed, to 

be relative to a^lra at Morriatown. (Tom out.) 1777. 

8, p. 366, Letter of Geni Spencer to Conncil. (Cot out,) Dec. 19, 177B, 

3, pp. 100-101. Letter ( }j of Count D'Esialng. (Either not paged or 

missing.) Sep'. 19, 1778. 
], p. 110. Letter of Commisalonera at Pari* to Conndl. (Cat oat.} Sep! ' 

22, 1778. 



■ 


i 


^^^^^^H 


^H Vol. 200 


p, 203. 


Letter of Com'If ofConBress to Oor. of Mass. (Cut out.) Nov. ^^| 


^H 


177S. ^H 


^K 


p. 259. 


Letter of Murine Comll' (FliilB.) to Conndl. (Cut out since ^^H 




indexed.) Dec. 16, 1778. ^H 


^B 




Fnpcr reiatiTfi to Letter of Geni Horatio Gdtos. (Tom out.) ^^H 




Dec 


^H 


^^^^^v aoo 


p. 315. 


Letter of John Jsy to Cotindl. (Cut out.) Feby. 16, 1779. ^H 




p. 324. 


Letter of Gcnl Fatnitm. (Cutout.) ^^H 


^^^K 


llont 


Letter of Frost. Rodney of Delaware to Council. (Lower por- ^^H 
m o(F.) Marcb 4, 1779. ^H 




p. 3*3. 


Letter of Nallii Oreene, a M. Gen', to CoaixMl. (Cut om.) ^H 


^^^^^^B 


Oct.? 


^H 


^^^^B 90% 


p. 295. 

1780 

p. 3SB. 


Letter of Com'" of Congress to ConnciL (Cut oat.) June 23, ^H 


^^^^Kai2 


Letter of Com» of Congresl to Council. (Torn out.} July 23, ^H 




1780 






pp.231 


282. Letter of Boird of Admiralty to Gov. Hancock, (Cut ^H 


^^^^^^V^ 


out.) 


April 30, 1781. ^H 


^^^P-3D3 


p. 365. 


Letter of President of Congress to Gov. Hancock. (Lowe* por- ^^ 
lorn off.) July 13.1781. 


^^^V 203 


pp. 409-110, Letter of President of Congreaa to Gov. Hanwck. (Torn 




out.) 


Sep'. 10, 1781. 


^^^m m 


p. 418. 


LetierofPteildBut of Congreis to Gov. Hancock. {Tom out.) ^_ 




Sep'. 


29, 1781. ^H 


^^K !0( 


p. 1.50. 


Letter of John Hanson to Got. Hancock. (Cat out.) May 23, ^^M 


^^^k .^ 


p. 210. 


Letter of Gen', Benj. Lincoln to Gov. Hancock. (Cut out.) ^^M 




Aitg 


^M 


^^^K "* 


p. 440, 
1733 


Letter of £1las Bondinot to Gov. of Mass. (Torn out.) Oct. 2, ^^U 


^^^^K 201 


p. 451. 


Letter of Gov. Benjamin Harrison to Gov. of Mass. (Cut out.) i^^| 




Dec Sa, 1783. ^^ 


^^^^B 905 


p. 32. 


Letter of John Paterson to Comf.* of Supplies. (Cut out.) 1771). ^^H 


^^^p 3(U 


p. 76. 
177S 


Letter of Joseph Reed to Com?.- of Supplies. (Taken out.) ^H 


^^^ 




Letter of Jonathnn Glover to Bourd of War. (Cot out.) 1777. ^H 


^H 20s 


p. 233. 
1775 


Resolve for a grant to Edward Jaekson. (Tom out.) Aug. IT, ^^M 


^ft 


p. 270. 
oat-) 


Resolve for delivery of powder for the use of Beverly. (Tom ^^H 
Aug. 18, ^H 


^H 309 


p. 403. 


Paper concerning the collection of woolen stockings for troops. ^^^| 




(Cnt 


^M 


^B 210 


p. 103. 
1776 


Resolve of Congress to supply the militia with ratlotis. July 31, ^^U 


H^ 213 


p. 275. 


Resolve to pay balance of accounts of Hon. RoH Treat Faina ^H 




aa Delegate to Congress. (Cut out.) April 18, 1777. ^^| 


^M 214 


p. liSj 


Papers relative to Petition of Natbi Stevens & Samuel lumber ^H 


^H 


for pnyment as seamen on sch. Lion. (Cut out.) 1772. ^^| 


^v 


p. 10. 


Choice of Stephen Smith as Naval Officer for Machhis. (Torn ^H 
Feb. 9, 1779. ^H 


^m 


p. 274. 


Paper relative to license to Mary Wallingford to soil landin Tork ^H 




County. (Cntonl.) 1779. ^H 


^^^ 230 


pp. 209-210. Letter from Prcst. of Congress reUtivG to lands ceded to tba ^^H 




United States. (Cut out.) 1780. ^^| 


^B 


p. 80. 


Account of Sam'. Uolten for expenses as Delegate lu Congress. I^H 




(Col 


out) 1731. \^M 


^■L 


p. 79. 


Paper relative to fn^nt to Elbridge Gerry for his services in Con- ^^H 


mm 


gress 

IK 


^m 



!. p. 241. Leilcr of Sum', Adams rcqnesHne permission lo reliirn home 

fraoi (Iiingreaa. (TAkon out.) Apr', mi. 
, pp. 4D)-I}1. Letler of RoliC. B. Livin^ion, ruliKlve u> rctama of losaea 

siistainpd from llio enemy. (Tom out.) 1782. 
>, p. 4:11. Piiper relative to silinlntstratioa on eacate of Nntlii Parker of 

Oiulon. [Torn out.) 17S3. 



It h the general opinion of professional investigiitors thiit 
Mr. Felt in the divisionary method which ho employed in 
distributing those papers, made a tni^itake, both bucau'io his 
clusBificiition was in large measure arbitrary and dependent 
upoii form (depositions, letters, reports, etc.) instead of , 
snlistunce, and because, his work continuing over a long 
period, his opinions of the proper relations of individiml 
papers changed or were not constant. This resulted tii 
papers of a similar kind being sepaniteil, and in the omissioa 
of others, uow to bo found in the loose files passed by at one ' 
time by him, when at another time he bad included tu hia 
classifications their equivalents in value and character. 
This confusion would have been avoided, and relations of-' 
time been better preserved in ime chronological arrange- 
ment, provided with n topical iudex. It is probahlo, how- 
ever, that an exception might have been advisadly made 
with respect to certain classes of papers from Ihoir natural 
coherency ; and it is impossible now to know how far Mr. 
Fell's arrangement may have naturally been occasiuued by 
one previously existing. Dr. Palfrey, in the preface to the 
third volume of his Ilisfoiy of New England (p. vii ), 
has referred to the present condition of these papers as 
" chaotic disorder," and it was with a view to remedying 
this defect that in his time, as Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, a consolidated chronological index to the series ■ 
was begun, which was not completed till recently, and 
now forms seven largo volumes. 

The resolve for completing this chronological index was 
passed April 28, 1877. (Resolves, chap. 57.) Under this 
liesolve the Secretary appointed a principal clerk and two 
assistants. This clerk, Mr. Albert H. Hoyt, resigned after 
three months' service, and Mr. Samuel M. Barton, one of 
bis assistants, succeeded him, and after Jnue, 1}<78, Mr. 
Barton was the only pcnon employed. The work under 
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this resolve hns been more carefully doue, than tho earlier 
parta of this index. 

Wheu these voluinea were iu tho immediate charge ot 
Dr. Edward Strong (who has kindly assUled the ComniissioD 
Id various ways), he found it convenient to form certain topi- 
cal indexes in lieu of a complete index of that kind, wbich 
has never been airpplied, and there exists in Ihe office now, 
fur tho use of investigators, a number of partial indexes 
covering the following and other topics : — 

Eastern Inditins. 

Western Indians. 

Slaves. 

Captives. 

Shipping and Piracy. 

Alanufactnics and Trade. 

Physic and Surgery. 

Wills and Inventories. 

Nfiraes. 

Uonda, 

Pi-ocLimations and other printed papers. 

Baptists, Quakers, Witchcraft, etc. 

IndiaQ names of towns and localities (1C20-1800,) etc. 

In the opinion of your Commission, a thorongh revision 
of the Archives would involve the breaking up of these vol- 
umes fur re-arranging, in the main, liy a strict chronological 
order, as has been done with the documents iu the English 
State Piiper Office; they hesitate to recommend such a 
process, however, as the printed references of many histo- 
rians would be vitiated, and the expense would ba consider- 
able, while much of tlie merit of the chronological system is 
secured by the index already desorihed. 

Among the most interesting documents in the Secretary's 
office are tho following original parchments : — 

1. The Charter of 1623. 

2. The Charter of 1692. 

3. The Charter explanatory of the last. 

4. The original Utin document, usually termed in English, " Tho 
exempli (1 cation of the judgment for vacating the Charter of 1G28." 
(A cun temporary English version of Ibis, edited by Mr. Charles 
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Deane, was printed in Ihe Mass. Hist. Soe. ProeeediTigs, vii., p. 246, 
This judgEoeut was under a writ of Scire facias, and was entered ap ', 
in 1684, the exemplification being bsued in 1G8S). 

5. The Commission to Lord Bellomont for the Suppression of , 
Piracy. 

Of these, Nob. 1, 2, and 3 are 6tly framed, and hung in the 
Secretary's private office ; while the others nre kept in the 
original document boxes. 

Among documents which Mr. Felt did not include in his 
series, are those contained in volumes, since bound and 
marked Ancient Plans, Gbants, etc., five in number, 
including index, as follows: — 

Vol. I., 16i3-1715. 

Vol. II., 1716-1734. 

Vol. III., 1735-1741. 

Vol. IV., 1742-1783. 

Vol. v., Index (clironological and alphabetical). 

There are also in the office (in boxes), the original plans 
of the several towns of the State made for the first State 
map in 1795 (under a Resolve of Juno 26, 171)4) ; those i 
made for the second State map in 1830 (in portfolios, under 
Resolves of March 1, 1830); the papers (in two boxes), 
relating to Borden's Survey in 1834. There is also a series 
of County maps, to which corrections and additions are 
made from time to time, by the various County CotO' 



Also, papers relating to the bounds with Connecticut, 
New York and New Hampshire, 1803-1820 (in a box); 
those relating to the north-eastern boundary (in n paper \ 
box), and those to Rhode Island, 18G1-1883 (in two tin [ 
cases ) . 

Mr. Ben : Perley Poore was appointed by the Governor in 
May, 1845, to copy euch documents in the French Archives 
as bore upon the early history of Massachusetts, and his 
report of Dec. 28, 1847, accompanied by letters from John 
G. Pulfrey and Jared Sparks, constitutes Senate Document 
iVo. 9 (1848). For this work, Mr. Poore was paid $2,9(30. 
The transcripts fill ten vohimea in folio, and cover a period 
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from the oarlieat times to 1780, but unfortunate! j, some of the ' 
papera are entered by title only, and the space left for their 
tranecriptioD has never been filled, though there ia an index 
to the whole. Twolarge volumes of maps (mostly printed) 
and engravings, the whole not of much value, complete the 
series, which ia known aa the FuEKcn Aechives. They 
have been copied recently for the Archives of the Province 
of Quebec, and that government is now printing them. 

What is known aa the Genehal Court Records consist of 
sixty-eight volumes, ending with 1833. Of these, volumes I. 
to V- are printed in Shui'tleff'a edition of the Massacl/use/ls 
2tecord-i. Of the original five, volumes I., If. and III. aro 
somewhat broken in binding and otherwise dilapitated and 
are kept in a box. In the volumes after 1780, there are 
entries of extraneous matters, not properly belonging to the 
series. Those for 1 737-1 74'> were probably burned, and 
Mr. Felt was commissioned in 1845, to go to England and 
secure copies for those years, of the set which had been trans- 
mitted at that time to the home government, so that iho 
volumes covering those years are not originals. Previous 
to the procuring of these transcripts, a volume marked 
"17 Miscellaneous, 1737-1747," and of fragmentary char- 
acter, had been made up to supply the deficiency ; and not 
to disturb the aerial numbering of the rest of the set, the 
volumes, procured from England, were numbered 17^, 17^, 
17^, 17*, 17^, so that the whole number of bound volumes' 
is now 73. 

There are chronological indexes in the several volumes, 
but insufficiently made. New indexes of this kind have 
since been made, in part, covering the period from 1680 to 
about 1725 ; but they need revision. 

At the time of the union of Plymouth Colony with Massa- 
chusetts under the Provincial Charter, the records of the 
" Old Colony," as the more ancient government began to be 
called, consisted of twenty volumes, which might naturally 
have been added to the Archives of Massachusetts.* These 
volumes consist of the following records : — 




• There are also at Fljmoutb ibe orlf-iniil pntent granted Jliim: 21, 1621, by tbe 
Company of North Vlrginin, to John Pierce, in behalf of the Pilgrims, nnd the later 

leofJun. 13, 1B29, signed by the Enrl of Wnrwlck in behalf oriheCuiintil of New 
England, enlarging the original grant and eetablishing the bounds. The first of 
tbeEe psteata la the oldest State document in New England. 
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First. The Court Records, covering 1633-16D1, bnt witff 
a gfi)) during the Aiidros rule, Oct. Ifi86 — Jime, 1689. Up ^ 
to 1637, these records were kept in the muiii, by Governors 
Bmdf'jrd, Wiiislow and Prince; but in IGAS, Nutlianiel 
Souther beoime Secrotury of the colony, and kept them till 
l(i45, when Niithuniel Morton succeeded to that office and 
held it till 1685, and ufter that period Nath;iniel Clark and 
Samuel Sprague were succesaively eecreturiea. These rec- 
ords are in six volumes. 

Second. A record of deeds. This scries seems to have 
been begun in 1627, when Gov. Bradford made some retro- 
spective entries referring to earlier divisions and transfera, 
and going back to the origiunl allotments. After this date 
the entries were made successively by the officers, who kept 
the corrospouding court records, and the whole is embracetlT^ 
in six volumes. 

Third. A record of wills and inventories, kept correspondiuj 
iugly by the same officers, making four volumes. 

Fourth, A single composite volume, containing the Judi-i I 
cia! acts of the General Court, 1636-16^1, written by thej 
successive secretaries ; beside the treasurer's accounts, 1658— J 
1036, and a register of births, marriages and deaths froia'u 
the returns of the several towns. The earliest years an 
not in the present volume, which for these entries begins io, 
1647. 

Fifth. A single volume, in the handwriting of Wlnalow,, 
Souther and Morton, containing the Colony Laws, 1623-^fl 
1682. 

Sixth. The records of the Commissioners of the United'* 
Colonies in two volumes. This union which was effected forj 
common saftty in 1643, included Massachusetts and Plym^ 
outh, aa well as Connecticut and New Haven, then distinct 
colonics. Each colony had a copy of these records ; bujJ^ 
those of Massachusetts and New Haven have disappeared.! 
The Plymouth copy was first printed by Huzard in 1794,_ 
and his edition was used as printers' copy when Dr. Shurt- 5 
leiT printed them. The Connecticut copy, ampler in sonie:4 
respects than the Plymouth, is printed in the CunnectioU^ 
Colonial Itecords, vol. III. 

These tweuty volumes remained in the hands of Samuel J 
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Sprngiie, the last secretary of Plymouth Ci>Ioiiy, nt tlie time 
of the uiiioLi wilh Massacbiisella Buy, and were held by hio) 
till bis death in 1710, when, after a brief interval, during 
which Nathaniel Thomas had custody of them, they were, on 
the petition of the justices of peace of the three couiitiea of 
Plynioiith, Barnstable and Bristol, and by vote of the Gen- 
eral Court, committed to the charge of the clerk of the Supe- 
rior Court of the county of Plymouth, to remaiu whore they 
had always been kept in the town of Plymouth. In I^IH- 
2lJ, by order of the General Court, a copy of these records 
was begun by the lute Mr. Bcnjiimin R. Nichols, which in- 
cluded, BO far as made, what is now contained in eleven 
bound volumes preserved in the Secretary's olBce. 

When under a resolve of 1S55, the late Dr. Nath:iniei B. 
Shurtleff was employed to supervise the printing of these 
records, he used fur printers' copy those eleven volumes, as 
transcribed by Mr. Nichols, and the printed ediliou (Haz- 
ard's) of the records of the Commissioners of the United 
Colonies, as already mentioned. This mutter in Shurlluffs 
edition makes ten volumes, and they include of the original 
twenty volumes at Plymouth, tho following: six of the 
Court Records; one of the Deeds; one which contains the 
Judicial Acts, etc, ; one of Laws, and the two volumes of 
the Commissioners Records. 

AVhen these wore printed, so much money had been spent 
that the Legislature refused further appropriations. There 
Were still, however, live volumes of deeds and four of wills 
unprinled. Those however, had been copied for the press 
at a very large outlay — said to have been almost 816,000 — 
and ihis printers' copy is now in the Archive room. 

A bill was introduced last year intothe legislature to autho- 
rize the printing of these nine volumes, which it was esti- 
mated could be got into four volumes of the exterior appear- 
ance of those issued by Dr. Shurtleff; but printed in a 
manner which would keep their cost within $8,000. The 
Committee on the Judiciary, to which the hill was referred, 
made an extended report, from which much of the present 
statement is drawn. The Committee on Expenditures 
subsequently referred the bill to the present General Court. 

These unprinted transcripts being in the Secretary's oifice, 



the Commission find that it comes within the ran^e of their 
inBtniclious to coosiJer tfaeio, and tbej are of the opinion 
that while it is ultimately desirable to priDt these and other 
records of the Commonweath, they deem that the expense 
of it should not l>c incurred till all the documentary manu- 
scripts in the office are properly arranged and indexed in the 
manner which they will later specify. They, however, recom- 
mend that these unprinted copies be bonod, that they may 
bo nytde convenient for reference. 

The CocsTii, Records are unfortunately imperfect. Vol. 
I. contains those from 1650 to 1656, There is then a gap. 
The volume called Vol. II. contains those for 1686 and 1687 
(then a gap), with those from 1692 to 1698. Vols. III. to 
XI. continue them to 17-17. These volumes, II. to XI., 
were copied (1845), from the transcripts in the English State 
Paper Office. The series continued to 1884, makes 97 vol- 
umes in all, each volume being provided with a chronological 
index, not wholly sufficient in the early volumes for conve- 
nient use. 

The Provincial Charter of 1692, made the Governor and 
Council a Probate Court, and this body created Judges of 
Probate by delegation of authority. In Gov. Dudley's 
time, this delegation was seriously questioned, and finiiUy in 
1760, under Fownal, the Governor and Council formally 
organized themselves as a Supreme Court of Probate, estab- 
lishing a seal and a separate set of judicial records. They 
had, however, no more authority at this time than ihcy had 
alw.iys enjoyed and exercised. By article 5 of chapter III. 
of the Constitution, "all appeals from the Judges of Pro- 
bate shall bo heard by the Governor and Council until thtt'fl 
Legislature shall by law make other provision." Thi 
limited the Supreme Court of Probate to the hearing i 
appeals only; and finally by the Act of March 12, 178^ 
the Legislature transferred this appellate jurisdiction to tb^ 
Supreme Judicial Court.* Accordingly we find in thd 
Secretary's office a volume of Probate Records of the Coun4 
oil between 1761 and 1784. There is also in the volume » 
Felt's collection, lettered lievolulion, Miscellaneous, 1772-^ 
1788, a similar probate record extending from No' 
• Aj»)JiUtni;B lias klodiy been roodorcd inliiia Inquiry, by Mr. AliDcrC. Gooclell,/fl 



1780 to Feb. 22, 1786. seventy-two pages in all. There 
may bo other portions of such records iu just as unlikely 
places ui the siime series of volumoe. 

Of the Council Mindtes, Mr. Felt included in his series, 
those between July 3, and Oct. 6, 1689. Other minutes 
then follow in his arrangement, but they are apparently 
minutes of the General Court, though after May, 1698, they 
are distinctly called " Council Minutes." 

The original minutes from 1776 to 1781 are preserved in 
blank books, twenty-two in number, and since 1781 they are 
also bound and are supposed to be continuous. 

The Council Files previous to 1784 are in Fclt'a col- 
lection ; from 1784 to 1884 they are filed in boxes. Pardons 
and wills, State requisitions, beginning 1784, are also id 
boxes. 

The Senate Papers from 1780 are in files. They are 
indexed down to 1856, but not later. 

Of the Journals of the House, in a printed form, the 
set in the Secretary's office does not begin till 1730, from 
which time it is complete so fur as priu ted, except as fol- 
lows : — 

1740, pp. 111-112, 163-166. 
1774, May BSBsion, ^7 pp. 
1776-1777 (Legislative year.) 
1779-1780 (Legislative j-ear.) 

The Journals are believed to have been printed continu- 
ously from 1715 to June 17, 1774; to have been again 
printed from July 19, 1775 to May, 1780, when they were 
not again printed till the session of 1784-5. There is then 
a gap till the Legislative year 1807-8, when they were 
printed, but for that session only. In 1854-5-6-7, a dally 
journal was printed in sheets, of which there is a set in the 
State Library ; but there is no sot in the Secretary's office. 
In 1864, the original form of printing wns resumed, and has 
since been maintained. 

Of the original manuscript Journals before 1780, the only 
ones existing are those for 1757-58, and n few between 1775 
and 1780. Since the last year, the Journals make about 100 



volumes; pucb with aii index ; and there is also ti general 
index in threo volumes covering the years 18:27-1855, 

The original Papers of the House since 1775 are iu 6lea. 
They are indexed up to 1856 in three volumes. 

There are aboiil 140 volumes of the Credentials of Sena- 
tors and Rp p resent at ives to the General Court, issued under 
the Conatitnlion of 1780. 

In a separate aptrtment ia kept the accumulation of 
Bills, Resolves and Acts. 

The Billij and connected papers since 1775 arc kept in 
files. 

The Resolves before 1836 were engrossed on paper and 
are in tiles ; since 1836, they are on parchment and bound in 
volumes. 

The Acts, previous to 1826, were engrossed on parch- 
ment sheets of ditTcrent sizes. These are folded and placed 
in boxes. Since 1826 they have been engrossed on sheets 
of parchment of uniform size (the size has been on(-e 
reduced), and these are bound in volumes. 

A series of Charters, Commissions and Proclamation's 
begins 1628, and it ia wholly made up of copies. Vol. I. 
covers 1628-1663; Vol.11., 1G77-1774; Vol.111., 1734- 
1757. The later volumes come down to the present date, 
making 34 volumes in all. Pardons were included after 
about 1756. There are chronological indexes to the 
volumes. 

The documents of the various Conatitutiona] and other 
Conventions, are as follows : — 

1779-80. Journal with papera (in a bos). 
1788. Journal with papers (in a bos). 

1814. Journal of tbe Hartford Convention (in a volume), 

1820. Jotiroal of the Convention (in a vohmie). 

1853. Journal and Debaioa of the Couveotion (in printe 

volumes) . 

The records of several earlier conventions are scattered 
through the Felt Collection, — thus several are iu one of t^ 
volumes marked " MiBcellancoua." 

Of Letters sent and received, there is a collectiol 
extending from 1701 to J833, bound in 15 volumes, with a' 
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ndilitinnal volume of later date. These are all copies, and 
the origiiiiils, or other copies, ure probably in some, perhaps 
many cases, in the Felt Collection ; but it is desirable to 
have llie collection indexed. 

There are also packages of letters from the Province 
agents in London, of which some iiro marked dnpiicate and 
triplicate, and of these it is unccrtuin how many originals 
or other copies are preserved ia the volniues marked 
"Letters" in the Felt Collection. Some files are marked 
" Correspondence with the United States and other States, 
1783-1828;" "Correspondence with Congress, 1786;" 
•' Secietary's Letters, 1778-1831;" "Resignations, 178lj- 
1803," and other letters accompanying the transmission of 
public documenta (1789, 1810-44, perhaps unimportant), 
beside the more recent and current filea. 

There is a considerable accumulation of papers relating to 
Maine, to land grants there, and to the separation of 
the district from the State. One section of the casiiig in 
the Archive room ia filled with papers, bound and in tiles, 
relating to eastern lands. The earliest volume is one relat- 
ing to claims, beginning in 1674; and another of Audros 
land- warrants, 1687. There are six volumes containing 
allotments made in quieting settlers on the lands of the Plym- 
outh Company, and the Waldo Patent, which contain 
many plans. These dale about 1802-1810. 

A lot of loose plana connected with the deeds of these 
Maine lands was by act of Legislature transferred, (it seems 
to your Commissioners unadvisedly,) about ten or twelve 
years ago to the Maine Land Office. Copies of such plana 
ought in preference to have been sent. A lot of such plans 
and maps has been discovered in the cellar siace the trans- 
fer was made, and these have been mounted and rolled. 

The chief papers relating to the separation of Maine, are 
kept in a box, though there are others in packages; and 
there are also files of papers relating to delinquent taxes 
and other matters in Maine. 

Many of these Maine papers came from the Laud Agent's 
Office now extinct. 



Eelating to the FRE^■CH and Indian Wars of the last cen- 
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tury, wo found, npnrt from those included under different 
beads by Mr. Felt in bis Collection, pnpers of the following 
descriptions, tied up ia packagea : — 

Accounts 1740-60. 

Bayonet Holls, 1758-59. 

Billeting Rolls, . . . 1747-58, 17S1— 57, 1758-59. 

Bills, 1748-57. 

Crown Point Expedition, 1754-56, 1756, 1755-56 (army fihoes.) 

Espreaa Riding, 1748-57,1755-59.1 

Fort MassaeUusetta, \ 

Forts and Indians at the Westward, . . . 1748-59. 

French Wars, . . 1743-59,1748-56,1752-53,1755-57. 

Mililarj- Expenses, 1748-56. 

Sick Soldiers, . . 1748-54, 1758-59, 1746-58 (doctora' bills.) 
Thomas (Isaac), Commissury's Accounts, . . 1756. 

Tho ninster rolls of this period are included in vols. 91-99 
of the Felt Collection, aa noted on an early pago. It may 
be convenient to recapitulate the contents of these volumea 
in Ihia place. 



Vol. 91. Rolls of Sir Charles Hobby's and 3 other 
Regiments, 1710; of 20 Companies at 
Annapolis Royal, 1710, 1711; of Frontier 
Garrisons, town companiea and vessels, 
1721-1742; of Expedition to Spaniah 
West Indies, ...... 

Vol. 92. Rolls of Garrisons, town companies, scout- 
ing parties, and Vessels, .... 1740-17483 

Vol. 93. Rolls of Eastern Expedition, men and Ves- 
sels ; of Crown Point Expedition ; of gar- 
risons, scouts, and town companiea, . 1748-175ft 

Vol. 94. Rolls of Crown Point Expedition; of caao- 
altiesandeffectives at Fort William Henry ; 
of garrisons and town companies, . . 1755, ITSQ^'J 

Vol. 95. Rolls of Crown Point Expedition and of gar- 
risons; Alarm Lists of Towns, . . 175G, 1757^1 

Vol. 96. Rolls of French War and of garrisons, . 1757, 17fi8 1 

Vol. 97. Rolls of second Louisboui^ Expedition; of 
Canada Expedition ; of H, M. Ships up 
St, Lawrence, and of frontier garrisons. 



Vol. 98. Rolls of Louisbourg and Crown Point Expe- 
(iilioQS ; of H. M. SbipB up the St. Law- 
rence, and of garmons, . . 17G0, 1761 

Vol. 99. Rolls of Loiiiaboui'g Expedition,. . 1761, 17G2 

Company OlBcet's of all Wassaclmaetta 
Regiments, . . . I7GI-17C7 and 1771-1774 

There iire no nriginal mualer-rolls of the first Lonisbourg 
Expedition (1745) iu the office, but there is a volume made 
up of copies of the rolU in the Pepperrell and Belktiup 
Papers, prcaervetl in the library of the Miissachusetts 
Historical Society. 

Belonging to the Provincial Period is also a large 
accumulation of papers in packages, to which no extended 
examination was given, but they appear to consist of the 
following kinds : — 

Court papers of all sorts, — accounts, letters, writs and otbei- legal 

documents, some of them earlier than 1700. 
Accounts of all kinds, some of tvliich are in books. 
.Miscellancons papers, such as lisLaof residents of Boston and Kum- 

ney Marsh, 1711-30; private mercantile books, 1731-32, 

etc., etc. 

Respecting the Bevolutionaey Wae, there is, in the first 
place, a great mass ot papers, arranged in 60 volumes. 
Ill the following enumeration the words in capitals show 
how each volume is lettered on the back, and the Roman 
numerals indicate the serial numbers of the. volumes. 



Vols. I., II., III. RHODE ISLAND SERVICE. (Muster rolls, 
177G-1780.) 

IV. SIX MONTHS, TOWN ROLLS. 1780-1782. 

v., VI., VU. ARMED VESSELS. BONDS. (Bonds 
for prii'ateers in alphabetical order of names of vessels, 
1775-1780.) 

VIII. VARIOUS CHARTER PARTIES. DOC. REL. 
TO PRISONERS. (Bond andcharter parties for ves- 
sels. Lists of prisoners, American and Brilisli, Cartels 
and exchange of prisoners. Paroles. 1776-1780.) 

Note. — The foregoing nine volume 
I WuRolIsi'' and ClieTOlsa tabic of cc 
^ therein have nerer heea indexed. 



IX. DOC. REL. TO PRISONERS. BERKSHIRE CO. J 
3 YEARS. INVALIDS AND HALF PAY. CER. 
OF REVOLU. SERVICE. DESERTERS' LISTS. 
PAY ROLLS. (Paroles and esclianges of prisoners, 
American and British, 1776-1780. Buunty receipts of 
3 jearfi' men from Berkshire, 1781. Invalid pension- 
ers, 1779-1783. CeiliBcates of service in Sbajs's Re- 
bellion, 1787. Deserters from Mass. Conlinental regi- 
uieiita, 1777-1780, RoUs of Hampshire Connty men, 
1782.) 

X. SOLDIERS' ORDERS. (Rolls, waiTants, certificates 
and descriptive lists of Continental rc-gimenls, 1777— 
1781. Rolls and papers concerning a few militia regi- 
ments, 1775.) 

XL SOLDIERS' ORDERS. DISCHARGES. SOLDIERS' 
RECEIPTS. LEXINGTON ALARM. (Rolls of Con- 
tinental regiments, 177C-1T82. Discharges and receipts 
of soldiers, 1770-1781. Lexington Alarm Rolls, in 
alphabetical order of Captains' names, 1775.) 

XIL, XIIL LEXINGTON ALARM. (Rolls continued 
as in vol. XL 1775.) 

XIV. to XVI. EIGHT MONTHS' SERVICE. (Rolls of 
army at the Siege of Boston, Aognst, 1775. See, also, 
■col. LVI.) 

XVII., XVIII. VARIOUS SERVICE. (Rolls of Com- 
panies, in alphabetical order of the Captain's names, 
1776-1781.) 

XIX. to XXIV. VARIOUS SERVICE. MUSTER 
ROLLS. (Same in character as vols. XVII. and 
XVIII.) 

XXV. CASTLE AND HARBOR ROLLS. 6 MOS. MEN, 
ETC. (Rolls of men at Castle. 177G-1 785 ; at Hull, 177&- 
1783 ; at Rutland, etc., guards, 1777-1781. Descriptive 
lists of three years' and six nionlhs' men, 1780. Re- 
turns of three years' men from Berkshire County, 1777— 
1778. Returnsof M.Jackson's and Marshall's Continental 
regiments, 1777-1780.) 

XXVI. FIELD AND STAFF ROLLS. MUSTER 
ROLLS. (Field and staff officers of mililia regiments, 
1775-1782. Coropanj' officers of Continent.i! ami militia 
regiments, 1776-1760. Nomination or choice of Con- 
tinental or Militia officers, 1776-1778. Letters and 
certificates of service, 1775-1781. Sundry regimental 
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rotnrns, 1775-1781. Personal accounts for military ser- 
vice, 1775-1781. Rolls of Col. H.Jackson's Continental 
regiment, 1780; of Col. Dike's militia regiiuciit, 1776- 
1777. List of officers and men, " transfeired " and "not 
iocliideiJ," 1780.) 
f XXVII. BOOKS. ENLISTED MEN AND OFFICEKS. 
(Six monllis' Continental men from each town in Uassa- 
chngetts and York County, Mi;ine, 1780. .Same for three 
years for Cumberland County, 1778; and for Sutfolk, 
Plj-moutli, York, Essex, Middlesex, and Cumberland 
Counties, 1777. Men from towns in Plymoutli County, 
1 777. Faj'-rolU of nine montba' men in several Conti- 
nental regiments, 1779-1780. Men receiving £6 bounty 
in Craft's Continental Artillery Regiment, 1777. Militia 
men from towns in Plj-mouth County, 1778(?) ; Field 
and company ofllcers of Massaehusctta militia i-eglments. 
Field offlcera of militia regiments, namely, GG colonels, 
61 lieutennnt-colonels, 13^ majru's, with dates of com- 
missions, 1776-1777. A recent havd has added some 
memoranda nf Massachusetts war ves.ieJs.') 
XVIII. BOOKS. MILITIA OFFICBRS. NINE 
MONTHS' MEN AND COIJTINENTAL BAL- 
ANCES, (Field officers of Mass. regiments before the 
Revolution, 1767-1774. Field and company officers of 
each militia regiment, 177.'j-1780. Officers of reinforee- 
ments for Canada and Ticonderoga, 1776. OfBcers 
of sea-coast companies, 1776, Continental three years 
men from SnlTolk and Essex Connty towns, 1780. 
Descriptive lists of Contiueutal nine months' men from 
all the towns, at FishkUl, 1778. Officers of Conti- 
nental regiments, 1777, OlBccrs promoted in Conti- 
nental army, 1779-1780. Rank of offlcera of 15 
Continental regiments as establisiied ot West Point, 
1779. Deceased Continental officers and men, 1782, 
1786. Officers of Massachusetts navy, incomplete, 
1776-1777, Continental balances due ofllcers and men, 
1782. Partial list of general and staff officers of Con- 
tinental men.) 
XXIX. BOOKS. ENLISTED IiIEN. WARRANT 
PAY ROLLS. (Three years' Continental men from 
each town, 1776-1781. Return of H. Jackson's Con- 
tinental regiment, 1777. Descriptive lists of men from 
each town, 1779. Four Sulfolk regiments of militia, 
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1776. Men entitled to $20 bounty or 200 acres of land. 
Militia pay-rolls, 1781-1783. Sixty Continental and ] 
militia company rolls, 1779-1780.) 

XXX. BOOKS. WARRANTS TO PAY ROLLS. 
(Continental or militia pay rolls, 1781-1783. Proof*] 
of militia pay rolls. Contineutal or militia pay rolls, I 
1779-1785.) 

XXXT- BOOKS. ABSTRACTS OF ROLLS. DEPRE- J 
CIATION ROLLS. (Abstracts of Continental [1780- 
1783] militia [177u-1783] and naval [1783] rolls. 
Due to towns for supplies to soldiers' families, 1781— 
1785. Depreciation rolls of IG Continental regiments, 
etc, 1777-1779.) 

XXXn. BOUNTY RECEIPTS, SUFFOLK, ESSEX, \ 
AND MIDDLESEX COUNTIES. (Bounty receii)ta j 
and muster-masters' receipts, Essex, Middlesex, and 1 
Suffolk, 1779-1781. Held and company officers, and] 
drafts and detacbmenta from Essex regiments, 
1778. Men from Essex County, 1779; from Middlesex j 
County, 1782.) 

XXXIII. BOUNTY RECEIPTS, MIDDLESEX, ESSEX, 
AND WORCESTER COUNTIES. (Bounty receipts, 
1781-1782. Descriptive lists of men from Worcester 1 
County towns, 1781. Orders for pay, Worcester towns,'4 
1781-1782. Muster-masters' returns, 1781. Superin- 1 
tendent's relurna of three years' men, 1781. Descriptive 
lists from Hampshire towns, 1781. Rolls of saddlers, ' 
carpenters, and mechanics, at FisLkill, 1781.) 

XXXIV. BOUNTY RECEIPTS, HAMPSHIRE, PLY- ■ 
MOUTH AND BRISTOL COUNTIES. COUNTIES 1 
IN MAINE. (Bounty receipts and accounts, Hamp- j 
sbire [1780-1782], Plymoutli [1780-1782], York and j 
Lincoln [1780-1781] towns. Descriptive lists, Bristol | 
County towns, 1780-1781.) 

XXXV. ARMY RECEIPTS, 1776. DESCRIPTIVE i] 
LISTS, 1780. VARIOUS PAY ROLLS. (Receipts ofj 
soldiers at Cambridge, June, July, 1775. Descriptiye, J 
list of six months* men in each town, 1780. Sea coi 
companies, 1775-1781.) 

XXXVI. SEA COAST DEFENCE MUSTER ROLLS.J 
(Rolls and papers, 1775-1780.) 

XXXVII. SEA COAST DEFENCE. PEKOBSCOTj 
EXPEDITION. (Coast defence rolls, papers nnd offl. i 
oers, 1775-1779. Machias and Cumberland pay-rolls, ^ 
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r77-1783. Penobscot Espedition rolls, 1779-1780, 
itii orders of council aiul Itoard of war, lists of vessels 
lartered, and miscel lane mis papers. 1779.) 

fcXXXVIir. PENOBSCOT EXPEDITION AND CRAFTS 
REGIMENT. (Penobscot expedition [27 pp. only], 
1779, Pay rolls and abstracts Crafts' [Revere's] artil- 
lery, 177C-1780.) 

NAVAL SERVICE. (Pay-rolls and papers 
relating to eight war vessels, 1775-1782.) 

|XL. NAVAL SERVICE. PRIVATEERS. LISTS OF 
RECRUITS. (Bolls of board of war vessels on com- 
mercial voyages. Descriptive lists of crews of privateers, 
1780-1781. List of vessels of Penobscot Espedition, 
1779. Bounty receipts, returns, etc., Suffolk County, 
1778. Descriptive lists of Suffolk County men, 1778. 
Suffolk County men and officers, 1776-1778. Continental 
men receiving $300 and £-ZQ bounties. 1777-1780.) 

JXLI. BOUNTIES. ENLISTMENT RETURNS. OFFI- 
CERS. (Rolls and descriptive lists of men from Essex, 
Middlesex and Worcester counties, 1777-1778. Bounty 
receipts and town bounty accounts, Suffolk, etc., 1777— 
1781. Officers in Middlesex County, etc., etc., 1776- 
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f XLII. ENLISTMENT ROLLS. BOUNTIES, OFFICERS, 
ETC. (Rolls and descriptive lists for Worcester. Berkshire, 
Hampshire, 177G-1779. Officers, etc., for Hampshire, 
Berkshire, Bristol, Plymouth, 1776-1779. Men from 
Plymouth towns, 1777-1779. Miseellaneous papers, 
1775-1780.) 

' XLIII. ENLISTMENT ROLLS. BOUNTIES. LISTS 
OF OFFICERS. (Barnstable ' County men, officers, 
miscellaneous, papers, 1776-1778. Company offloera of 
all the regiments, 1776. General, field and staff offloers, 
1776. Miscellaueous papers, 1776-1781. Descriptive 
list of men from towus [1777-1778] of Maine, with lists 
of men and offlcera [1777-1780] and other papers [1775- 
1781].) 
XLIV. NAVAL PUULIC VESSELS. (Board of war ves- 
sels [commercial] 1777-1778. Cartels, prizes, miscel- 
laneous, 1777-1780. Penobscot Exhibition, sundry 
papers, 1779.) 
XLV. PUBLIC VESSELS. MILITARY. MISCEL- 
LANY. (Board of War vessels [coramorcialj 1777- 
1780. State vessels, 1776-1783. Receipts of bounties 



and town bounty accounts, 1778-1782, Cartels, prize i 
cai^oea, 1776-1782, Deaciiptii'e liata of men from 
Vftrioua towna, 1779. Certificates of service, discharge i 
or liisability, 1776-1783. Military office ra and clioice of 
officers, 1776-1780. Liats of Mass. regimenls, 1776 (?). | 
MiaceLlaneous papers.) 

V Tho index for Iheso 4fl volumes \s in Iwo voluniea for Vols. XI.. XII. and 
Xni., called LtciHgeon Alarm RotU, nnd all tbo rest arc indexed togecber In eight 
TOlnnics, lettered Indrx to Mutter Holla, etc. Tha tmmca of Dlilcera in vdIdIOM 
XJETII. and XXVIII. are indexed separately in one volume. 

XLVI. MUSTER AND PAY ROLLS. BUNDLE 25. 
TICONDEROGA, No. 1. (Roila of Col. Phinne/a '. 
regiment, Fort George, 1778; of Col. Reed's regiment, 
Cambridge, 1776; of Crane's artillerj', 1777-1778; ot \ 
arlificera, 1777-1779; of Coi. Wood'a, Worcester County, 
regiment, 1778-1779,; of Col. Thomas Poor's, Essex ] 
Connty, regiment, 1778; and misceilaneous rolls, 1775- 
1779.) 

XLVII. MUSTER AND PAY ROLLS, 1777-1780. , 
TICONDEROGA, No. 2. (Rolia of Col. Siraonda, 
BerlisUire, legiment, 1777 ; of Col. Rnbinson'a, Hamp- 
shire, 1777; of Coi. Whitcomb's [1777J regimanta; of ) 
Nicolas' regiment of iiivalida, 1779 ; aod misceiianeoua i 
rolls, 1 776-1780. Rolls of Rliode Island soMiera, — Col. 
Angeil's regiment, 1779-1780 ; Col. Green's battalion, \ 
1778-1779; and other Rhode Island rolls, 1777-1781.) 

XLVIII. MUSTER AND PAY ROLLS, 1778, 1780. 
(Rolla of Col. H. Jaclcson'a regiment. West Point, Rhode 
Island find Pennsylvania, 1778-1780; of Tupper's regi- 
ment, 1779 ; of Vose's regiment. Valley Forge, 1777 ; X>t J 
Marahftll'a regiment. West Point, 1779 ; of Nison'a regi- j 
ment, North River, 1779; of Bigelow'a regiment, 1777 ; 
of Poor's regiment. West Point, 1778; of ColonelS'l 
Park's, Bradford'a and Greaton's regiment, 1777— 
1780.) 

a eepsrate vuiama 



SLIS. MASS. MISCELLANEOUS ROLLS. (Variona J 
companies and papers, 1775—1781. Rolls and receipts o 
Capt. Lock's Cambridge Company, 1775. Men enlisted J 
in Kdos's artillery, 1775. Rolls of four Continental ] 

companies, 1780,1788.) 
• Tills volame contains no Index. 
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WORCESTER ROLLS, 1731, 1783. No. 1. (RolU 

of fourteen Continental regiments, 1776-1783; of Col, 
Goose Von Schaick's New York regiment, 1781.) 

LI. WORCESTER ROLLS, 1781, 1783. No. 2. (Rolls 
of eight Continental rpgiments, 1776-1782. Receipts for 
paj' and otlier papers, 6tli regiment, 1780. Receipts and 
gnn rolls, Wbitcomb's militia regiment, 1775.) 
■ Vols. L. and LI. aiu indased in one volania. 

LIL MISCELLANEOUS LOOSE ROLLS, No. I. (Rolls 
of Stat* armed veaseb, 1776-1783. Roll of a Company 
of Connecticut artiflcers, 1777-1778. Printed list of 
Deserters, 1776, Miscellaneous rolls and papers, 1775- 
1783.). 

LIII. MISCELLANEOUS LOOSE ROLLS, No. 2. (Eolla 
of State armed vessels, 1776-1782. • Crew of "Reprisal" 
captured l>y British, 1778. Descriptive list of nine 
months' men, 177D. Roll of Col. Greaton's Regiment, 
1776-1783. Men entitled to gratuity of $20 or land, 
1801-1803. Miscellaneous Company rolls, receipts, etc., 
177G-1783.) 
*,* Vols. LII and LIII are Indebted Id a separnte volnmc. 

LIV. WORCESTER ROLLS. PARCELS 2sd AND 
MIXED ROLLS. No. 1. (Book of Final Certificates 
of 6tli Continental Regiment, 1785. Orders for pay, etc., 
same regiment, 1782-1788. Thirty-three rolls of Capt. 
Varnum's Draeut Company, 1776-1783. Miscellaneous 
muster and pay rolls.) 

LV. WORCESTER ROLLS. PARCELS 2nd AND 
MIXED ROLLS, No. 2. (Rolls of Capt. Ford's, Wilming- 
ton, 1775-1779; Capt. Walton's, Cambridge, 1777-1778; 
Capt. Jno. Ford's, Chelmsford, 1775-1777, and of Capt. 
Joslma Reed's, 1777, Companies ; and rolls with papers, 
of Col. N. Wade's regiment, 1778-1779 ; of Col. Sheldon's 
dragoons, 1777-1779, and of Col. Alden'a 6th Battalion, 
1777-1778 ; besides nnmcrous miscellaneous rolls, etc) 
•,• Vols. LIV. and LV. are indexed in a separata volunio, anii thcrG <s a. aapplo- 
mcnlary index lo vola. LII., LIIL and in anolbtr volume to vol. LV. 

LVI. COAT ROLLS. 8 MONTHS' SERVICE, 1775, 
No. 1, Rolls. (Twenty- eight regiments of the army at 
Cambridge. See vols. XIV. to XVI.) 

"," TliiB volume liaa a aopai'ate index, In two volumes. 

LVIL COAT ROLLS. 8 MONTHS' SERVICE. 1775, 
No. 2, Orders. (Soldiers' orders for coats. Duplicates 
of names in Vol. LVI.) 




BALDWIN'S REGIMENT, 1775, 1777. FILES, 
No. 1. (Very full rolls and abstiacU of Baldwin's, late 
Gerrish's regiment, 1775-1777 ; with returns of men who 
went in the Trenton expedition from said regiment, etc. 
and returns of tlie guard at Cambridge and at New York.) 
•,• There Is n parlial index lo LVIII. 

LIX. BALDWIN'S REGIMENT, 1775, 1777. FILES, 
No, 2, (Articles lost by soldiers on retreat from New 
York, 1776. Arrangemeut of army at Cambridge, 1773. 
Portions of several orderly books [very incomplete] 1775- 
1776. Rolls and returns of companies and officers of 
Baldwin's regiment, 1775-1777. Numerous papers about 
this regiment, 1776-1777.) 

LX. MARSHALL'S IOto AND BROOKS' 7Tn REGI- 
MENTS. tPay rolls, MarshaU, 1778-1780 ; Brooks, 
1781-1782.) 




,• Then 



A series called OontinenCal Army Books, consists of printed 
forms, filled in and bound iu 21 volumes, as follows 



ted ^1 



Vose's regiment, . 






1777-1 


Bailey's " . 








Greaton's 








Shepard's " 








Putnam's " 








Nison'e '* . 








Brooks's " . 








M. Jackson's " . 








Wesson's " . 








Marshall's » . 








Topper's " 








Sprouts' B " 








Smith's " 








Bradford's " 
Bigelow'a " . 








H. Jackson's" . 








Crane's artillery, . 








Commissioned and staff office ra. 


1 


Mixed regimenta. 









1779. 

1780. 
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These 21 volumes are indexed collectively in two volumes. 
Each volume, excepting the laat four, iilso contains at the 
beginning, an index of the three years' service (1777-1779), 
and in the middle another for the service of 1780. 

Certilicatesof military service in the Revolution, as drawn 
from the foregoing volumes, have been issued for trans- 
mission to Washington, or for other use, since May, 1343, 
together with statements about the rolls, and these aie 
copied in three volumes, each of which is indexed. 
Other volumes, not numbered, are ; — 

Book of Calvin Smith's (Glh) Regiment, 1781-1782. 
Book of Voae's (1st) Regiment, 1781-1783. 
Copies of Rolls oF Pliinney'a Militia Regiment at Ticon- 
deroga, 1776 ; of rolls of field and company offlDcra of 
16 Militia Regimenls, Jan, 1, 1776; wagoners, 1777- 
1781; ofllcers of nine continental regiments, 1783. 
Rolls containing names from Mass. and from other States, 

1775. 
Killed, wounded and prisoners at Quebec, Dec. 31, 1775, 

with list of soldiers under Gen. Arnold. 
Journal of the Committee of Safety, November, 1774, to 
July, 1775, 1 vol. 
Also in files : — 

Col. Smith's Cih regiment accounts, 1778-1783. 

Cul. Bradford's regiment, return of men, 1779. 

Col. Glover's regiment, pay rolls, 1775-76. 

Col. Sylvanna Smith's 5tb regiment, rolls, 1777-1783. 

Town Returns of three-years' men. 

Worcester rolls, receipts and orders. 

Rolls of the Castle, Boston Harbor, 1779. 

Papers of the same, 1779-81. 

Col. Nixon's regiment, accounts, 1777. 

Of Onlerli/ Books and Company Books there are : — 
Baldwin's Orderly Book, Jan. 5 to Mar. 28, 1776, 1 vol. 
Col. Whuelock's Orderly Book, Tyconderoga, Aug. to Nov. 1776, 

1 vol. 
Capt. Sabin Mann's Company Book (Medlield) 1776-81, (in a 

parcel). 
East Complon Company Journal (fdes). 
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C«pt. Stmoet Sawyer's (Lancaster) Orderly Book, Long IsUnA^ 
and New York. Aug. 22 to 27lh Nov., 1776; 1 vol. (contaiitA 1 
also other matters). 

Orders at Newburg, 1782. 

Vaiioua Company Books (in parcels). 

Of Accounts aiid Final SelllemenU: — 

Regimental Account Books, 19 volumes, beside others in files. 
Final Scltlements of Nixon's Regiment, 1778-82, 1 vol. 
Final Settlement of Brooks's Regt., 1778-82, 1 vol. 

Of tho Board of War.— 

Accounts, 1776-79, 1 vol. 

Orders on Commissary Devens, 1776-79, 1 vol. 

Files and Accounts in various packages. 

Of Maritime Affairs: — 

Frigate " Deaue," S. Nicholson, Commander, muster-rolls. 1781— J 

62 ; 1 vol. 
Haval Rolls, I vol. 
List of Privateers (index), 1 vol. 
Log-book, 1775, 1 vol. 

Log-hook, schooncc " Industry," July 29, to Sept., 1 775 ; 1 vol. 
Log-book, sloop " Winthrop," 1783 ;. 1 vol. 
Log-book, H. M. Sbip "Rainbow," Thos. Collingwood, Com- j 

mander, Oct. 28, 1773, to Sept. 2S, 1774 ; 1 vol. 

There are nlso many packages and files, relating to prizes^ .! 
mercbaut ships, armed vessels, cartels, shipbuilding, naval \ 
orders, with papers of mercantile voyages and commercial \ 
letters. 



Of the Oommissary 
volumes : — 



irtment there are these 



, 1775. 



Receipts for provisions, Apr. to Aug. 

Supplies to Officers, 1778. 

Commissary- General's Receipts, 1777. 

Provisions received and delivered, 1775. 

Account of Provisions at Roxbury, Apr. 20 to June 10, 1775. 

Commissary's letter-book, 1779-80. 

Beef-book (by towns), 1781. 

Wood returns, brought to camp, 1776. 

Truck-house accounts, 1776-1782, 2 vols. 
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Bokers' aoconnts, 1775. 

CommiBsary Blaney'a book, Apr. and May, 1 



3 there ia a large niLias of 8iii:h papers 



In packageB and fi 
as these : — 

Shoes from stores at Roxbnry, 1775. 
. Permits to export flour from New York, 
Flour sent to Rhode Island, 1780-86. 
Invoices of flour and rice, 1778-79. 
Town reports and vonchers for beef. 
Wood for tlie army at Cambridge, 177G, 
Supplies of milk. 
Palmer's plan for salt works. 
Accounts of provisions, 1775-83. 

Money-orders and letters of Commissary of Supplies, 177.!i, 1778. 
Receipts for Supplies, 1775-90. 

Soliliers' Supplies, Plymouth, Middlesex, Hampden, etc, 
Balion rolls. 

In regard to MUitanj ClotJdng, there are two volumes of 
Coat rolls, a clothing account (1780), and Capt, VVntsim's 
Clothing book (1783), in vohimes, besides various returus 
of similar character in files. 

There are accounts and certificates of the Quartermaster's 
department in hoolts, includtug those of Duolittle's Regt., in 
1775. 

The Medical sei-vice is shown by a volume of Dr. N. W. 
-Appleton'a medical charges, and files of Doctor's bills, 
1771-7*5. 

The Express service ia shown in a volume, containing 
' expenses, beginning May 26, 1775. 

Regarding supplies of munitions, etc., there are in 
vol limes : — 

Military Stores supplied to various regiments, 1775, 
Journal of war supplies, 1776, and in files such endorsements on 
packages as tbese are found : 

Orders for ammunition, 1775. 

Orders for fire arms, 1778 (by towns). 

Furnaces for shot and shell. 

Town receipts for fire-arms, powder, etc., 1775-79. • 

Intrenching tools, supplied bj' towns, 1776. 

Manufacture of saltpetre and of gunpowder, 1776. 
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The Treasury records ioclude in volumes such as these : — 
■Warrants on the Tieasurj', 1775-76. 
General dishursenrcnta, 1776-80. 
Disbursements fyr the poor of Boston, Chiirlestowa and the sea 

coast, 1774-77. 
Disbursements in opposing Great Britain, to Nov. 14, 1775 (2 

books) . 
Suniiry payments and supplies, 1776-85. 

Aad in files there are packages, marked, of this kind ; — 
Warrants on the Treasury, 1776-82. 
Old Treasury notes, 1776-79. 
Town tasea. 

Treasurers' warrants, 1774-84. 
Receipts of members of the General Court, 1776-1780, etc., etc. 

Among the papers stored in the so-called " Dungeon "i 
a mass of warrants on the Treasury, pay-rolls of the LegisUto] 
ture (17fiO-74), and Treasury notes and receipts. 

In the nature of Bondu, Bounties, Grants, etc., are paperi 
of the following endorsemects ; — 
Bonds. Obligations (lists). War Office, 1777-80. 1 vol. 
Record of bounty notes, to whom issued, 1777. 1 vol. 
Lists of men receiving bounties ($20, $50, 200 acres, etc.). 1 vol. \ 
Final settlements. 3 vols. 
Bounties and supplies to soldiers' families. 

Also in files : — 
Orders for pay, 1775-80. 

Certiflcates of gratnities granted by the General Court, 1779. 
Gratuities. 

Abstracts of pay, 1777-80, and a mass of Revolutionary grants ii 
a liox. 

Of the nature of Pension records there areiu volumes ^^ | 
Applicants in 1832. 
Certificates, 1786. 
Accounts, 1786-1836. 
Old soldiers' certificates. 

I There are files relating to Printing and Stationery, 1770-^ 
1780; a package of printed papers (proclamations, orders J 
etc.) ; accounts of a public dinner in 1780 ; papers regard-? 
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ing the Boston poor, 1776-78; town returns, 1775-1785. 

and numerous packages of less definite endorsemunts, all 
pertiiiniog to the Revolutionary period. 

Respecting the Royiilists, beside the two volumes in the 
Felt Collection, there are lu volumes : — 
Accounts of absentees' estates. 1 vol, 
Scbedules of absentees' estaies, 1776-1778. 1 vol. 
Final seldemcnts of absentees' estates. 1 vol. 
Various account boolts of the sales of sequesLered goods. 

And in files : — 
Listo of suspected lories, 1776-85. 
Vouchers of sales of absentees' estates, etc., etc, 

Among the mass of files of a period subsequent to the 
Revolutionary War, endorsements of the following kinds 
were noted : — 

Shays's Rebellioa, 17R7, various packages. 

Qiinrterniaaler General's accounts, 1798-1812. 

Militia (heginuing 1800). 

Mililary organizations, 1784-1826. 

Military appointments, 1784-1829. 

Military, 1790-92. 

Banks, 1800- 

Schools, 1800- 

Pnblic Institutions, 1800- 

French matters, 1793-98. 

Lightliouses, 1735-92. 

Fugitive slaves,' 

Agents' accounts for building the State House, 1797-98. 
. Passport vouchers. 
' Beturns of State Institutions. 
j Felitiuns for office, 1800- 
' Indian papers. 
, Claims of Massachusetts against the United States, 1824- 

The muster rolls of tlie War of 1S12 arfl not in the office» 
but are in Washington, whiiher they were sent, it would 
appear, under the liesolvo of Feb. 1, 1816, which directed 
the Secretary and Treasurer to deliver to the agent ap- 
pointed to prosecute the claim of Massachusetts against the 
General Government, all rolls, vouchers, accounts and papers 



peeeesary to substantiate that claim for expenses incarred 
dui'iDg the wiir. The Legislature of tlie State, at vurioiis 
times, has passed resolves looking to the recovery of these 
rolls, hilt they havo oever l>een ubtuined. The Adjutant 
Geneiiil has succeeded in obtaining copies of a part of them, 
and these copies are in his office, as we are informed. 

An indication, sufficient for the purpose of this report, 
has thus been given of the great variety of papers, as writ- 
ten originally in blank books, and now preserved in that 
form, or at present laid in files or accumulated in packnges, 
and arranged by a. rough classification in the closets in the 
Archive room, adjoining the Secretary's private office. They 
contain, probably, much the greater part of the loose and 
uniirrangod papers of the office, as they have from time to 
time been gleaned from the greater mass, which in former 
times was slowed aivay with even less arrangement. Up 
to about 185(i, an apartment in the upper part of the build- 
ing, which from its remoteness was called " Oregon," but 
which in the change of interior construction has now dis- 
appeared, was the depository of mauy olher papers, which 
were little cared for, and were open to depredations neither 
small nor un frequent. Tlie papers in " Oregon "were seem- 
ingly held to be of little account, and were supposed to con- 
sist mainly of hills and accounts. To what place or places 
they were assigned when removed about 1856, it is not easy 
to learn or to identify them in the present arrangement. 

Another large collection of papers, mostly of the present 
century (though we have referred already to some among 
them of the Revohilionarj period), is at present, for want 
of better accommodation, packed away in a dark room in 
the basement ordinarily called " The Dungeon." These in- 
clude returns of valuations, polls, taxes, banks and savings 
' banks, paupers (with accounts), Jails, houses of correction, 
indigent children, industrial statistics, most of which have 
been tabulated and printed ; the manuscript copy of public 
documents, — also printed, — the oaths of the state officers, 
legislative accounts, treasury notes, receipts, and the like. 

The returns of votes for many years are tied up in hundlea 
and packed in boxes in the cellar, where are also seven 
chests and two boxes containing bundles of old papers, of 
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whose value little is kuown, and a large quantity of can- 
celled treasury notes. 

The returns of vital statistics are kept in a room wilh the 
current printed doeumenta iu the lower story. There are 
reiiirns made by the city and towu clerks every year, on 
bltinks of uniform Bize, of the births, marriages and deaths. 
They begin in 1841, and for a few succeeding years the re- 
turns are meagre ; but the series is unbroken, and as tiound, 
it makes now 338 large volumes. Till within a year or two, 
each volume was provided with an index, arranging the 
names alphabetically by the first letter of the surname; 
the method now in vogue is to carry the alphabetizing 
throughout; but each year still has its distinct index. In 
the public press and by appeal before the Commission, it has 
been claimed that the interests of real estate owners de- 
mand that one alphabetical index should be provided to 
the three or four million names contained in these returns, 
which shall bo classified according to towns and by christian 
and surnames. Calculations made by the Commission, with 
the aid of experts, have convinced them that the sum of $20,- 
000 at least might be spent in providing such an index, be- 
side a considerable annual outlay for keeping it up. They 
have sought the opinions of some leading conveyancers, and 
are confirmed by them in the belief that the value of the in- 
dex would, at the present time, be out of proportion to its 
cost. 

Thus far in the report, the Commissioners have inciden- 
tally made a few minor recommendations, to which they 
would now add those of wider bearing. 

They may be allowed in the lirst place to say, that it is 
«xtremely hazardous to discriminate in the value of public 
records, so far as that discrimination shall lead to the de- 
struction of any or to the neglect of precautions in preserving 
all. Lapse of time adds increased value to trivial details, and 
matters of little moment to our practical living become, with 
the passage of years, of great importance to the historian, 
and that phrase means of great interest to the historians' 
readers. For these reasons, which are not the outcome of 
theory, but are confirmed by the practical experiences of all 
archivists, we desire to be understood as following the rule 
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observed by ihe wisest keepers of records, when we recom- 
mend Ihut scriii)iilou8 cure of tlio Archives of tlio State shalt 
contiiiuo to bo lliu duty of those officers charged with their 
custody, iiud that in any arnmgenjcnt of loose papers 
hasty decisions be reached regarding tlie value of any. 

When certain cinasea of documents have already been 
made to eonsLitntc n series, it seems desirable tbiit from 
among the papers, loose in themselves or loosely bound, 
these samo series should bo conlinned in bound volumes. 

All other papers, loose or loosely bound, comporting in 
character with the papers, which Mr. Felt included in the 
so-called Massachusett8 Archives, should by a supple- 
mentid arrangement bo bound in volumes and constitute a 
continuation of that series. A rough computation, includ- 
ing all previous to 1800, indicates that this ivcommendationti 
would add not far from 100 volumes to the aeries. For thi 
papers later than 1800, it may lie well to leave to some 
future custodians the task of adding them to this permanent 
series; but, meanwhile, it would be desirable that so mucb 
work should be done upon them as would group tham by 
their affinities in files or boxes, properly labelled and datedl 

It has been our purpose in describing the collections 
papers, with which we have had to deal, to indicate as full; 
aa we have been informed, what are the mciius of access 
them at present by way of indexes. It will have beei 
observed that the tendency in the past has been to providi 
chronological indexes, or detailed tables of contents 
there is little question, that if a single index is to be fui 
nished, this, in the vast majority of cases, serves best thi 
intelligent investigator; and it should not he forgotten thtil 
practice in cousidtation makes intelligence in such matters 
and that the visitor to the Archives has at all times the he) 
at hand of the trained assistants of the Secretary. 

A complete topical index to these papers, whether madl 
.in ns many alphabets as the main divisions of the paperq^ 
would require, or consolidated in one alphabet for lb) 
entire body of them, we deem to be impracticable from 
enormous aggregate, if it is to be perfect in every uame 
person and place, as the best indexes of historical books ai 
made. But a topical index of some kind secma to be desir-* 
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